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Technical Laboratory Bulletin

Topic:  BCR/ABL, Translocation 9;22, FISH


                  

Date: 1/1/05

	Test Name:         BCR/ABL, Translocation 9;22, Fluorescence in situ Hybridization 

                           (FISH), Philadelphia chromosome.         

	Test Code:          BCRAB      

	Method:               Fluorescent in-situ Hybridization, FISH

	Changes:             Reduced specimen requirement    

	Specimen:           1 ml of whole blood in an EDTA or Sodium Heparin tube.            

	Test Schedule:    On-Demand.  Analytical time 2 days.    


Change:

Effective January 1, 2005, the volume of whole blood necessary for the performance of BCR/ABL FISH testing is reduced to a minimum of 1 mL of whole blood in an EDTA or Sodium Heparin tube.

Indications:

· Present in 90-95% of chronic myeloid leukemia (CML) patients.  CML accounts for 20% of all leukemias affecting adults.  The disease is uncommon in younger individuals.  CML patients with the BCR/ABL translocation have a better prognosis than patients lacking the translocation.

· Present in 11-30% of acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) patients.  ALL patients with the BCR/ABL translocation have a poor prognosis.  More than 30% of adult ALL patients have BCR/ABL.

Result Reporting:

Negative or Positive with results reported using ISCN.

References:

http://www.vysis.com/Description_5120.asp
See the above site for a description of the probes used, breakpoints and a representative image of a positive cell. 

Additional Information:

Contact Gene R. Putz, Ph.D., Laboratory Director, NorDx, (207) 885-7809 or Email at putzg@mmc.org.







