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Technical Laboratory Bulletin
	Test Name           Automated Fecal Occult Blood Test                              

	Test Code            IFOBT

	Method                Immunoassay 

	Specimen             Submit a single random sample from one stool specimen collected in FOBT Sample Collection Device.  (stool specimen should coat the ridges of the probe in sample bottle)   

	Collection            Physician Office or At Home Collection

	Transport            Routine Courier Pickup, or US mail in provided mailer

	Test Schedule      Monday, Wednesday, Friday 


	Analytic Time     1 day


Indications:
· Screening test for colorectal cancer.  

· This FDA approved test detects the presence of human hemoglobin by immunoassay using a photometric reading of the presence of an antibody-antigen complex.   
· Screening should be performed annually.
· The Fecal Immunochemical Test requires no dietary or medication restrictions, uses a single sample collection, improves patient compliance, provides improved sensitivity and specificity, and results in fewer false-positives. 

· This test, when ordered on Medicare patients, is subject to the National Coverage Determination (NCD) policy "Fecal Occult Blood Test". Please verify that the diagnosis code (ICD-9) chosen demonstrates medical necessity for the test as documented in the physician's patient record. The CMS web site and the NorDx Limited Coverage Documentation Guide are available to assist you with this verification. A properly executed Advance Beneficiary Notice (ABN) must be submitted with the specimen if medical necessity is not demonstrated by the ICD-9 code chosen or if the frequency of a frequency-limited test is unknown.
Specimen Processing:
· A single random stool sample.

· Samples may be obtained at home using a convenient personal collection kit provided by NorDx or during a routine physical exam.  It's important that the sample is placed in the collection bottle within 4 hours of a bowel movement.
· Submit a single sample from one stool specimen collected in the NorDx provided FOBT sampling bottle collection device. 

· Store at room temperature up to five days, up to 14 days refrigerated.
· Mail specimen in NorDx provided self-addressed stamped mailer or use NorDx routine courier.
Information Required for Processing:
· Completed order requisition (included in mailer).
· Completed label on sampling bottle.
Reference Values:
· Negative
 
CPT Codes:
· 82274 (Yearly screen billed to Medicare as G0328)
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Additional Information:
Contact Gene R. Putz, Ph.D., Laboratory Director, NorDx, (207) 885-7809 or Email at putzg@mmc.org.












