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Technical Laboratory Bulletin

Topic:  Human Papilloma virus, High Risk Only; Oral/Anal/other non-cervical specimens




	Test Name
	Human Papilloma virus, High Risk Only     

	Test Code
	HPVHO    

	Method
	Signal Amplification

	Changes
	Beginning in January 2009 HPV screening will be performed on the Hologic (Third Wave Technologies) platform using Invader signal amplification technology.

	Specimen
	Oral/Anal/other non-cervical specimens in Thin Prep media 

	Test Schedule
	Tuesday, Friday  


About 75 percent of sexually active people will be infected with HPV during their lifetime.  Human papilloma viruses are a group of more than 100 different viruses.  Several high risk types of HPV have been associated with a variety of cancers including oral, anal, and penile cancers.  This assay detects only these high risk HPV types.  This is a screening test to be used along with cytology to help identify patients who have HPV positive lesions at high risk for certain cancers.  
Indications:  Like cervical cancer, some anal and throat cancers, are associated with infection by high risk genotypes of the human papilloma virus (HPV).
It has been known for years that these viruses are associated, not only with genital warts and cervical cancer, but also with various other cancers including anal, penile, and throat cancer.   Recently, scientists have found a strong correlation between HPV infection and these other types of cancers.  

The number of cases of anal cancer among men has sharply increased.  In HIV-positive men, the rates of anal cancer are twice as high as for HIV-negative men.   HIV-positive women are also at increased risk for anal cancer when compared to women in the general population.  Anal cancer is one of the most serious potential outcomes of infection with HPV in men.   Specifically, HPV genotypes 16 and 18 have been shown to play a significant role in the development of cancers of the anus, mouth, and throat. 

Method: The Hologic (Third Wave Technologies) platform uses Invader signal amplification technology to detect the following "high risk” HPV types: 16, 18, 31, 33, 35, 39, 45, 51, 52, 56, 58, 59, 66 and 68.  
Result Reporting:  Positive or Negative for the high risk HPV genotypes.
References:  National Institutes of Health (NIH), Consensus Development Conference Statement: 1996.

Additional Information:  Contact Dr. Hayley Webber, Assistant Technical Director, NorDx, (207) 885-7809 or Email at webbeh@mmc.org

